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Who We Are and Mandate

• Key shipowners

• Cargo shippers
Steel industry, agriculture, construction, salt, fertilizer, re-

supply and mining sectors

• Ports

• Marine service providers
Terminals, stevedores and the Seaway, maritime law, insurance, 

chandleries and related companies

UNIQUE NORTH 

AMERICAN, BI-NATIONAL

INDUSTRY 

ASSOCIATION:

130 MARINE INDUSTRY

SERVICE PROVIDERS 

+ CUSTOMERS
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Revitalized Industry Representation



Who We Are and Mandate (cont’d)

• Combined resources of merged associations to 

promote strong and competitive marine industry

• Mandate to advocate for: “safe, sustainable, 

harmonized and competitive policy and regulation that 

recognizes the marine transportation system’s significant 

advantages in the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence, Coastal and 

Arctic regions”
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“We will pursue shared 

regulatory outcomes that 

are business-friendly, 

reduce cost…”

Prime Minister Trudeau, Feb. 

13, 2017

Revitalized Industry Representation



Marine Delivers Economic Benefits
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Bi-national Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Shipping Contributes …



Marine Delivers Efficiency Benefits
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Enormous Ship-Carrying Capacity

Ships are able to carry vast amount of cargo in a single trip



Marine Delivers Sustainability 
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Most Energy Efficient Mode

Carrying 1 tonne of cargo on one liter of fuel



Marine Delivers Carbon Reductions  
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Smallest Carbon Footprint



9

Impact of COVID-19

• Focus on most critical aspects

- People

- Essential Service Operations

- Markets

• Securing crew mobility – CMC’s 

“Trusted Partners”

• Ensure marine is considered 

essential within Canada and cross-

border – essential service 

designation

• Monitor and report on economic 

developments in timely fashion –

markets have taken a hit

1.
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Strategy this year has been straightforward
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Marine Trusted Partnership



The Trade Gateway Opportunity

• Years of success with the Made-in-Canada 

model of rapid inland and coastal shipping

• Industry was recovering pre-COVID; “high water 

crisis” also a limiting factor

• Great Lakes – St. Lawrence System is a 

strategic asset with tremendous capacity to 

grow.  Safest, most environmentally smart 

means of transporting goods

• Incredibly fortunate to have a 3,700 km. long 

marine highway cutting through interior of two 

countries

• Ability to move goods and people on inland 

rivers is gold standard in places like Europe
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Capacity to Grow



The Trade Gateway Opportunity (cont’d)
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25%

43%

17%

15%

Cargo Trade Flows

International

Domestic U.S.

Domestic CDN

Cross-Border

• 381 Million m/t cargo

handled on entire waterway

Bi-national Trade Gateway 

Flows are Multi-Directional

• More than half of the US / 

Canada border trade 

happens here
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• Long term goal for Canada is GDP growth; good middle class jobs for Canadians 
and wealth creation to sustain high standard living

• Government needs to create a policy and regulatory environment that supports 
growth

• Business must provide real productivity improvement, particularly relative to 
U.S.

• Productivity growth will depend on improved competitiveness and innovation:

- People

- Digitization and other processes

- Equipment

- R & D
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Policy and Innovation
Path Forward in a Post-COVID World
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Marine Delivers Innovation: $2B + in 

Canadian Eco-Ships



Exporting Self-Unloader Technology
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• Marine shipping is in position to address many of today’s related transportation 
challenges

- Safe

- Cost effective

- Environmentally smart and

- Innovative

• The GLSLS is North America’s green transportation corridor and is using 
innovation to enhance its position and stay competitive to support this key trade 
corridor
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Policy and Innovation (cont’d)
Path Forward in a Post-COVID World



Marine Economic Recovery



Bruce R. Burrows
President and CEO
Chamber of Marine Commerce
300 Sparks Street (Podium Building)
Suite 340
Ottawa, Canada, K1R 7S3
613-233-8779 x 1
bburrows@cmc-ccm.com

Thank you!
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