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There’s a lot happening in the aircraft-cabin design space, and speed is only 
the beginning. 
 
Whether they design for sub-sonic or supersonic aircraft, today’s cabin designers have a number of challenges 
to overcome and new tools to deploy in resolving them. Recent advances in materials and products address the 
constant restrictions of economics, safety-certification requirements, weight- and jet-fuel-savings, connectivity, 
sustainability concerns, cabin hygiene and passenger well-being, which could benefit tomorrow’s supersonic 
aircraft. In the article SUPER TIMES, written for Aircraft Interiors International magazine in 2018, Jennifer Coutts 
Clay, author of JETLINER CABINS: Evolution & Innovation, reviews the recent evolution of aircraft-cabin design 
and suggests some new priorities for the next generation of speed.     
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This is the fifth article in the Supersonic Cabin Initiatives Series (6 articles).

https://www.aircraftinteriorsinternational.com/
https://jetlinercabins.com/
https://jetlinercabins.com/


184 This article originally appeared in Aircraft Interiors International magazine 20th Anniversary Showcase 2018.
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Jennifer Coutts Clay visits British Airways Concorde G-BOAD  (the record-breaking Alpha Delta)  
at The INTREPID Sea, Air & Space Museum, New York City.    

 
Images in this article have been selected from the Concorde Picture Galleries displayed in  

JETLINER CABINS: Evolution & Innovation E-BOOK App by Jennifer Coutts Clay, available at Amazon, Apple App Store and Google play.   

www.JetlinerCabins.com.

Jennifer Coutts Clay is the author of Jetliner Cabins: Evolution & Innovation, still the only 
comprehensive guide to aircraft-cabin design, covering trends from the 1970s to the present 
day (www.jetlinercabins.com). At British Airways, Jennifer held senior positions including 
head of western USA (operations and sales), head of Scotland, and controller of corporate 
identity, responsible for the implementation of the US$75m program during the privatization 
of the airline and fleet refurbishment, including Concorde. At Pan Am, as general manager 
of product design & development, Jennifer led a US$25m passenger-experience upgrade. 
As principal of J. Clay Consulting, Jennifer supports historical aviation research. She is a 
member of The Cornell Club, The Institute of Directors, The Chartered Institute of Logistics 
and Transport and The Wings Club (Golden Eagle Status). Jennifer is a founding sponsor of 
The Crystal Cabin Award, a founding member of The Pan Am Historical Foundation Museum, 
and she serves on the Concorde Advisory Committee at The INTREPID SEA, AIR & SPACE 
MUSEUM, New York City.
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